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Inferno, Magnet spark $250 mil fund
Pair poised to co-finance films

Bill Johnson and Jim Seibel’s Inferno Intl., the production and finance company

behind the remake of "The Women," has inked a two-year joint-venture pact with

Magnet Media Group to co-finance 10 films over the next two years.

As part of the deal, the two companies have created a $250 million fund — a

combination of private equity and debt financing — to finance the films.

Beverly Hills-based Magnet Media was launched in May by Maggie Monteith and

Jeanette Buerling. Monteith was most recently a marketing and distribution exec

for Lucasfilm. Buerling is a former executive director of Hollywood Intl. Finance, a

film investment fund that acquired, financed and produced 38 movies with

budgets of up to $25 million per picture as well as a number of TV projects.

Domestic distribution rights to many of the pics made under the venture will likely

be handled by Sony Pictures, which has a multipicture output deal with Inferno.

International rights will be handled through Inferno’s international sales

operation, led by Pamela Pickering.

"Jeanette and Maggie have not only done an excellent job raising this fund, but

their industry relationships and production experience brings extraordinary value,"

Johnson said. Los Angeles-based Inferno, which was formed in 2002 by partners

Johnson and Seibel, has a slate that includes Lasse Hallstrom’s "Hachiko: A Dog’s

Story," starring Richard Gere and Joan Allen and currently in post-production.

Deal was brokered by Endeavor Independent’s Graham Taylor and Alexis Garcia.

-- Advertisement --

FILM PHOTOS

ALL FILM GALLERIES >  MOVIE PREMIERES >

-- Advertisement --

Mobile   Contact Us Newsletter
Signup

 Home
 Delivery Digital Variety Log In

FILM

'Max Payne'
premiere

 

'Filth And
Wisdom' screening

 

'Sherlock Holmes'
on location

 

NEWS REVIEWS VIDEO BLOGS CHARTS FEATURES PEOPLE PROFILES AWARDS FESTIVALS CAREERS PHOTOS CALENDARS

http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/375a/0/0/%2a/h;44306;0-0;0;26941304;31-1/1;0/0/0;;~sscs=%3f
http://www.variety.com/profiles/Film/main/32400/The+Women.html?dataSet=1
http://www.variety.com/profiles/Company/main/2074743/Magnet+Media.html?dataSet=1
http://www.variety.com/profiles/Company/main/2125274/Sony+Pictures+Animation.html?dataSet=1
http://www.variety.com/profiles/people/main/222359/Jeanette+Buerling.html?dataSet=1
http://www.variety.com/profiles/people/main/29474/Richard+Gere.html?dataSet=1
http://www.variety.com/profiles/people/main/823783/Pamela+Pickering.html?dataSet=1
http://www.variety.com/profiles/people/main/2154531/Maggie+Monteith.html?dataSet=1
http://www.variety.com/profiles/people/main/31000/Joan+Allen.html?dataSet=1
http://www.variety.com/rss
mailto:news@variety.com?subject=Inferno,%20Magnet%20spark%20$250%20mil%20fund
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=print_story&articleid=VR1117994018&categoryid=13
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=email_story&articleid=VR1117994018&categoryid=13
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http://www.variety.com/article/VR1117994018.html?categoryid=13&cs=1&title=Inferno%2C+Magnet+spark+%24250+mil+fund&bodytext=Bill+Johnson+and+Jim+Seibel%92s+Inferno+Intl%2E%2C+the+production+and+finance+company+behind+the+remake+of+%22The+Women%2C%22+has+inked+a+two%2Dyear+joint%2Dventure+pact+with+Magnet+Media+Group+to+co%2Dfinance+10+films+over+the+next+two+years%2E
http://www.variety.com/article/VR1117994018.html?categoryid=13&cs=1#
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=bio&peopleID=3405
http://www.variety.com/article/VR1117994060.html?categoryid=13&cs=1
http://www.variety.com/article/VR1117994052.html?categoryid=13&cs=1
http://www.variety.com/article/VR1117994049.html?categoryid=13&cs=1
http://www.variety.com/article/VR1117994042.html?categoryid=13&cs=1
http://www.variety.com/article/VR1117994034.html?categoryid=13&cs=1
http://www.variety.com/article/VR1117994033.html?categoryid=13&cs=1
http://www.variety.com/profiles/Company/main/2074743/Magnet%20Media.html?dataSet=1
http://www.variety.com/profiles/Film/main/32400/The%20Women.html?dataSet=1
javascript:zodInfuser.FillDescriptions('Bill%20Johnson');
http://www.variety.com/profiles/people/main/222359/Jeanette%20Buerling.html?dataSet=1
http://www.variety.com/profiles/people/main/2154531/Maggie%20Monteith.html?dataSet=1
javascript:zodInfuser.FillDescriptions('Beverly%20Hills');
http://www.variety.com/profiles/people/main/823783/Pamela%20Pickering.html?dataSet=1
http://www.variety.com/profiles/Company/main/2125274/Sony%20Pictures%20Animation.html?dataSet=1
http://www.variety.com/profiles/people/main/31000/Joan%20Allen.html?dataSet=1
http://www.variety.com/profiles/people/main/29474/Richard%20Gere.html?dataSet=1
javascript:zodInfuser.FillDescriptions('Graham%20Taylor');
javascript:zodInfuser.FillDescriptions('Alexis%20Garcia');
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=mobile
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=photoGallery&type=related&galleryid=850
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=photoGallery&type=related&galleryid=850
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=photoGallery&type=related&galleryid=865
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/375a/0/0/%2a/k;44306;0-0;0;14729444;21-88/31;0/0/0;;~sscs=%3f
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=mobile
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=about_contact_layout
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=newsletter
http://www.variety.com/subscribe.asp?screen=ai1
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=digitalEditionPDF&issuedate=2008/10/15&imagedate=081015&s=&folder=VLF
https://thebiz.variety.com/at/person/login
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=dept_main&dept=Film
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=photoGalleryAlbum&galleryid=2067
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=photoGalleryAlbum&galleryid=2069
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=photoGalleryAlbum&galleryid=2059
http://www.zibb.com/media
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=news_front
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=reviews_front
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=videoBC
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=blogs
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=charts_layout
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=reports
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=people_home
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=projects_home
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=awardcentral&content=home
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=festivals
http://thebiz.variety.com/
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=photoGallery&starting=1
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=calendar
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/375a/0/0/%2a/k;207616037;0-0;0;14420570;3454-728/90;28244822/28262701/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.romacinemafest.it/romacinemafest/home.php?lang=en


10/16/08 12:30 AMInferno, Magnet spark $250 mil fund - Entertainment News, Film News, Media - Variety

Page 2 of 2http://www.variety.com/article/VR1117994018.html?categoryid=13&cs=1

TALKBACK:

Have an opinion about this article? Be the first to comment

VIEW ALL DISCUSSIONS | COMMENT ON THIS ARTICLE

FALL TV PREVIEW
Variety has everything you want to know about this fall's biggest shows.

Primetime Schedule for 2008-2009

New shows
90210
Privileged
Fringe
True Blood
Worst Week

Returning Shows
Mad Men
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Terminator: The Sarah Connor Chronicles
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